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In Reply to Office Action Dated March 24, 2008 

REMARKS 

In response to the Notice of Incomplete Reply dated March 24, 2008, 
Applicants, through and by their representative, identify the following nanoparticle 
comprising a hydrophobic polymeric core, a hydrophilic linking agent bound to said 
core, and a biofunctional material comprising a binding site that can bind adhesins on 
the surface of an enteropathogenic microorganism: 

hydrophobic polymeric core - polystyrene (see, e.g., f[[008], p. 2 of the 
captioned application); 

hydrophilic polymeric linking agent - polyethylene glycol (see, e.g., 
U[009], p. 2 of the captioned application); 

biofunctional material including a binding site that can bind adhesins on 
the surface of an enteropathogenic microorganism - a mono- or polysaccharide (see, 
e.g., 1j[010], p. 3 of the captioned application). 

The pending claims are directed to a method for agglomerating biologically 
active microorganisms comprising contacting a first enteropathogenic microorganism 
with a first nanoparticle, one example of which is identified above as required by the 
Examiner; binding a first adhesin of the first enteropathogenic microorganism to the 
first binding site of the biofunctional material to form a nanoparticle/microorganism 
complex; and binding a second adhesin of a second enteropathogenic microorganism 
to a second binding site of the biofunctional material of the nanoparticle/microorganism 
complex. All of the pending claims are generic to the above-identified composite 
nanoparticle. Accordingly, it is Applicants' understanding that the pending claims are 
not limited to the above-identified composite nanoparticle. 

Should a further restriction between two or more claimed inventions of the 
currently pending claims listed above be required, Applicants respectfully request a 
clear demarcation between the claimed inventions with regard to each Group of the 
requirement, the claims encompassed under each Group, a description of total extent 
of the subject matter claimed in each Group, and the classification of each Group. 

The present reply is understood to be complete in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 
§1.142. Examiner Audet is invited and encouraged to telephone the undersigned at his 
convenience should he have any questions with regard to this application. 
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Please charge any additional fees required by this Response to Deposit Account 
No. 04-1403. 

Respectfully submitted, 
DORITY& MANNING, P A. 
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BY: 




-Christina L Mangelse'ri , Patec 
y Registration No. 50,244 

DORITY & MANNING, P A. 

P.O. Box 1449 

Greenville, SC 29602-1449 

(864) 271-1592 
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